AGREED MINUTES, TH SIDE, as of 22/07/2022


AGREED MINUTES OF THE FOURTH MEETING OF

THE TURKISH-THAI JOINT COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION 

The Fourth Meeting of the Turkish-Thai Joint Committee on Economic and Technical Cooperation which was established in accordance with Article IV of the “Agreement on Economic and Technical Cooperation between the Government of the Republic of Türkiye and the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand” signed on June 8, 1989, was held in Ankara between …………., 2022. 

Both sides expressed satisfaction with the elevation of the level of the Heads of Delegation to the Ministerial Level.
The Turkish Delegation was led by H.E. Mr. Mustafa VARANK, Minister of Industry and Technology of the Republic of Türkiye and the Thai Delegation was led by H.E Mr. Don PRAMUDWINAI, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom 
of Thailand. 
The composition of the Turkish and Thai Delegations are listed in Annexes I and II respectively.
The meetings and discussions between both sides were held in a cordial atmosphere based on their desire to strengthen and further develop bilateral economic and commercial relations for their mutual benefit and progress.

At the Plenary Session of the Joint Committee on Economic and Technical Cooperation, both sides reviewed the trends in overall economic and trade relations between the two countries, and discussed ways and means to promote and enhance bilateral trade and investment relations.

During the technical meeting and the Plenary Session of the Joint Committee on Economic and Technical Cooperation, various issues of mutual interests were discussed and the results of those deliberations are summarized as follows:

I. LEGAL FRAMEWORK

Both sides expressed their satisfaction with the following agreements:

· Trade Agreement between the Government of Kingdom of Thailand and the Government of the Republic of Turkey on March 23, 1987;

· Agreement of Co-operation between the Union of Chambers of Commerce, Industry, Maritime Commerce and Commodity Exchanges of Turkey and Board of Trade of Thailand on April 30, 1990;
· Cultural Agreement between the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand and the Government of the Republic of Turkey on December 6, 1992;

· Agreement between the Republic of Turkey and the Kingdom of Thailand Concerning the Reciprocal Promotion and Protection of Investments on June 24, 2005;

· Memorandum of Understanding between Turkish Standards Institution (TSE) and Thai Industrial Standards Institute (TISI) on November 11, 2005; 

· Agreement on Avoidance of Double Taxation between Between the Government of the Republic of Turkey and the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand on January 13, 2005;

· Agreement on Tourism Cooperation Between the Government of the Republic of Turkey and the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand on November 11, 2005;

· Memorandum of Understanding between Information and Communication Technologies Authority (BTK) of Turkey and the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) of Thailand on November 20, 2013;

· Memorandum of Understanding between Small and Medium Enterprises Development Organization (KOSGEB) of Turkey and the Office of SMEs Promotion (OSMEP) of Thailand on October 3, 2012, which was renewed on December 15, 2016;

· Memorandum of Understanding on Mutual Business Cooperation between Turk EXIMBANK and EXPORT-IMPORT BANK of Thailand on November 14, 2017

· Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation between the Thai Chamber of Commerce and the Turkish Exporters Assembly (TIM) on May 3, 2017;

· Memorandum of Understanding between the Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey (TÜBİTAK) and National Science and Technology Development Agency (NSTDA) of Thailand on November 22, 2018;
II. TRADE AND INVESTMENT RELATIONS

i. Bilateral Trade Relations

Both sides reviewed the recent developments in bilateral trade ties and noted the growing trend volume observed since the last session of the Joint Committee on Economic and Technical Cooperation in 2003.
Both sides expressed their commitments to uphold the principles of free trade and free market which would benefit bilateral trade and economic relations between Thailand and Türkiye.

The Turkish side stated that the unbalanced bilateral trade structure between two countries is not sustainable. Both sides underlined the need to further increase and diversify their bilateral trade and agreed to take necessary actions to promote trade in a more balanced and sustainable manner. 
Both sides expressed their readiness to finalize the ongoing Free Trade Agreement (FTA) negotiations between Türkiye and Thailand by the end of 2022, in accordance with the agreed Revised Work Plan of the negotiations, which will further strengthen and enhance bilateral trade, economic and technical cooperation.

Both sides also emphasized the importance of increasing the private sector engagement in strengthening the commercial relations and implementing joint investment projects to support reciprocal bilateral trade.

Both sides agreed to revitalize a Joint Trade Committee (JTC) under the Trade Agreement between the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand and the Government of the Republic of Turkey, signed on March 23, 1987 to enhance communication and promote cooperation in bilateral trade area. Both sides expressed their willingness to hold the first meeting of the  JTC at the earliest possible date to be agreed upon mutually.

The Turkish side noted the efforts of the Thai side for the exportation of Turkish fresh apples to Thailand. The Turkish side also highlighted its export potential in citrus (mainly tangerines, oranges, lemons and grapefruits), cherries, pomegranates, potatoes, grapes, pears, strawberries, figs and apricots as well as bee products (pollen, propolis, royal jelly), while Thailand highlighted its export potential in mangoes, coconuts, mangosteens, guavas, rambutans and halal food. Both sides were encouraged to introduce and promote potential agricultural products of each other to their market.  
ii.  Trade Promotion Activities

Both sides agreed to promote reciprocal participation in trade fairs and exhibitions to be organized in their countries, for example, ThaiFex Anuga in Thailand
Both sides pronounced their willingness to develop new opportunities for their business communities through business workshops, fairs and exhibitions, business forums, sectoral delegations, webinars etc. in the potential sectors including but not limited to fresh and dried fruits, hazelnut, olive oil, petrochemistry, electric vehicles, textile and garment, electronic appliances, refrigerator and air conditioning machines, rubber products and processed food. 

iii. Reciprocal Investments

Both sides stated their readiness to promote direct investments and joint ventures of Turkish and Thai companies in their respective countries by increasing awareness among the business communities about the investment opportunities in both countries.

In this respect, both sides pointed out that there are good cooperation potential in sectors including but not limited to Next – Generation Automotive, Intelligent Electronics, Advance Agriculture and Food Processing, Robotics and Automation, Advanced Material and Specialty Chemical/Polymer, Digital, Medical Hub, High Value - Added Services such as R&D, Smart City, and Bio - Circular - Green (BCG) related sectors. 

To this end, both sides expressed their enthusiasm to organize a seminar at a mutually agreed time to promote the investment opportunities and relevant regulatory environment. 

iv. Private Sector Partnership

Both sides, therefore, recognized the importance of increasing the private sector engagement in strengthening the commercial relations. Both sides expressed their desire to encourage a business forum and/or roundtable between the Turkish and Thai business persons after the Fourth Meeting of Turkish-Thai Joint Committee on Economic and Technical Cooperation. 

Both sides underlined the importance of increasing cooperation between Foreign Economic Relations Board of Türkiye (DEİK) and Thai Chamber of Commerce (TCC) for further promotion of trade and investment activities in their respective countries. In this respect, both sides expressed their willingness to regularly organize the meetings between the Türkiye-Thailand Business Council and Thailand - Türkiye Business Council. 
The Turkish side further informed that currently the Turkish Government does not recognize the Thai-Turkish Chamber of Commerce to represent the Turkish business community in Thailand. 
v. Cooperation in Service Sectors

Both sides agreed to hold a technical level exploratory meeting to discuss possible opportunities of bilateral cooperation in respect of trade in services.

The Turkish side emphasized the importance of developing existing bilateral relations in the fields of contracting and technical consultancy services and expressed the readiness of Turkish contracting companies to take part in the construction projects planned in Thailand.

Both sides noted the readiness of the Turkish Contractors Association (TCA) to hold a virtual meeting on the capabilities of Turkish Contracting Services. 

Both sides also encouraged their private sectors to explore the possibility of cooperation in the field of construction service in a third country, particularly in the Southeast Asian region.

Both sides also expressed their willingness to explore the cooperation opportunities regarding to increase the potential bilateral trade in audio-visual content , tourism-related, MICE (Meetings, Incentives, Conferences, and Exhibitions) and Health & Wellness sectors between Türkiye and Thailand.
vi. Cooperation in Defence Technology and Industry Both sides expressed their willingness to cooperate in the field of defence research and development, investment and other forms of related collaboration. 
III. ECONOMIC AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION

i. Science, Technology, Innovation and Information and Communications Technology 
The Turkish side expressed its willingness to initiate a technical cooperation program focusing on Thailand’s and Türkiye’s national regional development experiences for enabling the exchange of experience and knowledge between the two countries’ institutions responsible for regional development with the intention to develop human capital and institutional capacity of both sides for accelerating an active and efficient cooperation between their sub-regions across different sectors.

Both sides noted that the Turkish side can provide support on the training content, establishment and operation of the workshops, if Thailand decides to establish Deneyap Technology Workshops in their country.

The Turkish side invited Thailand to participate to TEKNOFEST Aerospace and Technology festival, which is the largest space and aviation festival in the world, in order to establish cooperation in the defense, aviation and space industries of the two sides and to increase their bilateral relations.

Both sides acknowledged cooperation between Thai Space Consortium and Turkish Space Agency which was initially conducted in a virtual format in August 2021.
Both sides also acknowledged cooperation between Thailand and Türkiye’s governmental agencies in a field of start-up business which was initially conducted in a virtual format in April 2021.
The Turkish side expressed its readiness to establish mutual cooperation programs in order to facilitate scale-ups included in the Turcorn 100 Program to open up to the Thai market and Thai scale-ups to open up to the Turkish market.

The Turkish Academy of Sciences (TÜBA) expressed its readiness to start negotiations with the Thailand Academy of Sciences (TAS) / Thai Academy of Science and Technology and The Science Society of Thailand Under the Patronage of His Majesty the King, and the Science Center for Education under the Office of the Non-Formal and Informal Education, Ministry of Education of Thailand to conclude a bilateral Memorandum of Understanding within the framework of science diplomacy.

Both sides agreed to explore the exchange of engineers, experts, scientists and youth in the field of Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) to promote awareness among young people in both countries.
ii. Cooperation on Free Zones and Specialized Free Zones 

Both sides agreed to share their experience and knowledge on the legal framework and regulations and establishment of their industrial production zone models, including Organized Industrial Zones and Industrial Sites.

iii. Micro, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (MSMEs) 

The Small and Medium Sized Enterprises Development Organization of Türkiye (KOSGEB) and the Office of Small and Medium Enterprises Promotion of Thailand (OSMEP) expressed their willingness to cooperate on SMEs in the context of the Action Plan which was signed on September, 16th 2018 in Bangkok.

To this end, both sides expressed their willingness to exchange information and experiences about their incentive models, business and technology incubators, developing entrepreneurship culture and entrepreneurship training for the development of MSMEs related organizations, MSMEs and entrepreneurs. 
iv. Standardization
Both sides expressed their willingness to revise the Memorandum of Understanding between the Turkish Standards Institution (TSE) and the Thai Industrial Standards Institute (TISI) to expand the cooperation in the areas of standardization, conformity assessment and other related activities.

v. 
Cooperation in Energy Sectors
Both sides agreed to explore cooperation in the fields of renewable energy, natural gas, electrification, including electric vehicle value chain, and decarbonization of energy sector.

The Turkish side expressed its intention to cooperate with the Thai side in the field of renewable energy, especially solar and biomass. Both sides agreed to exchange best practices on regulatory and technical assistance in renewable energy and energy efficiency sectors. 

Both sides agreed to stimulate the investments in renewable energy, energy efficiency and electrification sectors in both countries. Both sides also acknowledged the Thai side’s effort in promoting Thai investment in Türkiye in the areas of energy and renewable energy by organizing virtual meetings between the Thai private sector and the Presidency Investment Office of Türkiye in 2021.
The Turkish side stated its willingness to share the Turkish Electricity Transmission Corporation’s (TEİAŞ) knowledge and experience in the field of electricity transmission with the relevant corporation of Thailand.

vi. Cooperation in Shipbuilding Industry

Both sides highlighted the opportunities for cooperation in the field of shipbuilding and announced their readiness to support cooperation in the following areas;

· Creation and implementation of modern technologies for shipbuilding, yacht construction, ship repair and maintenance, ship recycling and dredging including automation of a process-layout preparation,

· Modernization/construction of shipyards (docks) in Türkiye and Thailand,

· Shipbuilding, yacht construction, ship repair and maintenance, ship recycling and the engineers and technical personnel. 

vii. Cooperation in Halal Accreditation, Standardization and Certification
Halal Accreditation Agency of Türkiye (HAK) proposed cooperation in the halal sector with the Central Islamic Council of Thailand (CICOT) to develop a better working halal ecosystem between both sides. 

For this purpose, HAK declared its readiness to share information and develop cooperation in the field of accreditation, standardization, certification and quality infrastructure with CICOT. 

viii. Cooperation in Education 
The Turkish side underlined that the Ministry of National Education and the Turkish Maarif Foundation is the sole entity allowed to use the terms “Turkish” and “Türkiye”, the flag of the Republic of Türkiye and the symbols belonging to Türkiye in the area of education.

The Turkish side informed in detail about the legal status of the Turkish Maarif Foundation and its education activities abroad.  

The Turkish side underlined the importance of Thai side’s support and cooperation for facilitating the required procedures regarding the establishment of legal personality of Turkish Maarif Foundation in order to conduct educational activities.
Both sides agreed to cooperate on Technical and Vocational Education and Training in the areas of mutual interest, such as tourism, textile industry, shipbuilding industry, and fishery, and to facilitate the collaboration between their education sectors to produce a skilled, workforce for the future.
Both sides agreed to further explore the possibility of cooperation in education such as 
the exchange of scholarships and joint academic research between Thailand and Türkiye. 
ix. Cooperation in Agriculture

Both sides expressed their readiness to finalize the ongoing Memorandum of Understanding between Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives of the Kingdom of Thailand and Ministry of Agriculture of Türkiye: Development of Cooperation including animals, fish and plants and irrigation and land use; Development of farmers’ groups and cooperatives; Development of cooperation in food security and food safety, including sanitary and phytosanitary measures and food standards

x. Cooperation in Health

xi. Both sides expressed their readiness to exchange experiences on strengthening health systems and to cooperate in the field of health.Cooperation in Family and Social Services 

Both sides agreed to explore cooperation in the following areas;

· Cooperation between national official institutions and organizations that provide social assistance, 

· Support joint training programs, organize conferences, workshops to share experience and good practices on social assistance services and social welfare, and family institution development for women  and vulnerable groups which include persons with disabilities, the elderly, child and youth, women and family, as well as the destitute. 

xii. Cooperation in Culture and Tourism

Both sides decided to make the necessary efforts for further development of cooperation opportunities and to support the mutual promotion in the field of culture and tourism.
Both sides expressed their willingness to explore the possibilities of collaboration in areas of human resource and technical capacity building, student exchanges, co-productions, film festivals, TV series, short films, promoting both countries for filming and digital technologies. 

xiii. Cooperation in Urbanism

IV. Both sides expressed their willingness to cooperate in the field of regulatory documents on urbanism and construction and the fight against illegal construction.

V. TIME AND VENUE OF THE NEXT SESSION

Both sides agreed to hold the 5th Meeting of the Joint Committee on Economic and Technical Cooperation in Bangkok at a date to be agreed upon through diplomatic channels.

Done and signed in Ankara on ………., 2022 in two originals in the English language.

 


	FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF TÜRKİYE 
	 FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF THAILAND



	
	

	MUSTAFA VARANK

MINISTER OF INDUSTRY AND TECHNOLOGY 
	DON PRAMUDWINAI

DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
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